
Give life 
a chance

ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION
FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
MEDICAL TREATMENT



1 donor can save up to 9 lives. 
Yearly about 110 solid organs and 90 corneas 

are transplanted in Slovenia.
85% of the population supports organ 

donation on a declarative level, 0.5% have 
made an official declaration on the 

national donor register.

As an organ donor, 
you can restore someone else's 

health or even give them 
a second chance at life.



WHO CAN BECOME A DONOR?
Anyone who has the capacity 
to make a judgement and 
is over the age of 15 can 
register on the national 
donor register. 
There is no upper 
age limit for making a 
declaration.

HOW CAN I BECOME 
AN ORGAN DONOR? 
You have two options: 
signing the form electronically or in person.
A quick and easy electronic declaration submission 
with a personal digital certificate is available through 
the state's eAdministration portal. If you prefer to 
sign the form in person, visit one of the many donor 
registration points throughout Slovenia.  
A detailed list of locations is posted at 
www.slovenija-transplant.si. Bring your identity card 
and health insurance card with you. 

Frequently asked questions

If you declare your-
self as a donor, there is no 

guarantee that you will become a 
donor after death. For that a number 
of conditions and medical criteria one 

cannot predict must be met. After death, 
a medical evaluation determines donor 

eligibility. By registering, you express 
your support for organ donation, your 

compassion and your willingness 
to help others in need. 



I HAVE DIABETES / CANCER / CARDIAC 
ARRHYTHMIAS / ARTERIAL HYPERTENSION etc.
CAN I REGISTER TO BE A DONOR?
Yes, you can register.
A general answer on the exclusion criteria for dona-
tion cannot be given. The suitability of an individual 
organ and tissue is always carefully assessed accor-
ding to the specific situation. In donor evaluation, it is 
important to protect the recipient from transmission 
of infectious or other diseases and to ensure that the 
organ is most likely to function after transplantation.

CAN I DECLARE AGAINST AN ORGAN DONATION?
Yes. 

CAN YOU SEND ME THE FORM 
BY E-MAIL OR BY POST?
Unfortunately not, such correspondence 
is not permitted by law.

WHY IS THE DECLARATION PROCESS 
SO COMPLICATED?
In Slovenia, high ethical and security standards apply 
to organ donation and transplantation, which prevent 
any misuse of the system or personal data. To ensure 
that no other person can identify themselves on your 
behalf, identity must be verified when the declaration 
is made.



IS IT ENOUGH TO TELL 
FAMILY AND LOVED ONES 
OF MY WISH 
TO BE A DONOR?
It is helpful but does not 
carry the same weight as a 
formal declaration on the 
National register of designated persons.
We encourage you to formally record your decision 
and discuss it with your loved ones. 
Under Slovenian law, if the deceased's will is not 
recorded in the register, a discussion about donation 
with the next of kin is mandatory. No donation pro-
cedures will start up without the consent of the rela-
tives. In the case of confirmed brain death and if all 
medical conditions for donation are met, the relatives 
will be approached by the transplant coordinator and 
asked for consent to donate. If the will of the dece-
ased is known to the relatives, this conversation is 
much easier and even relieving in emotionally difficult 
situations. 

In 
the registry, 

personal data about 
organ donation is stored 

securelly and locked until one's 
death. The data is unlocked by the 

transplant coordinator after the brain 
death is confirmed. While alive, the data 

is not visible on the health insurance 
card, even your personal doctor does 

not have access to it. 

In 2004 
National register of 
designated persons 

for post-mortem organ 
and tissue donation 

was set up. 



Explanations

CAN I DETERMINE TO 
WHOM I WOULD LIKE DONATE ORGANS?
No. 
In Slovenia, in accordance with the highest standards 
of donor and recipient protection, all post-mortem do-
nation procedures are anonymous. The basis of organ 
donation is selfless help for another person in need, 
regardless of age, origin, citizenship, gender and other 
criteria. Anonymity prevents abuse of the system,  
including any emotional, financial or other burden on 
the relatives of deceased donors or organ recipients.

CAN I CHANGE MY POSITION?
Yes, you can change your official definition 
for or against organ donation.
If you have declared electronically, you can change 
your decision on the e-government portal with a valid 
digital certificate. If you have made your decision in 
person by signing a form, please contact one of the 
authorized registration points 
(see list at www.slovenija-transplant.si).

AFTER DEATH, I WANT TO DONATE 
THE WHOLE BODY FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES. 
DO I SIGN THE SAME FORM?
No, these procedures are not linked.
For post-mortem body donation for research 
purposes, please contact the Institute of Anatomy at 
Medical Faculty in Ljubljana (01 543 73 00).



About 20 years ago 
Slovenia-transplant and 

Red Cross of Slovenia 
distributed donor cards. 

Whoever has this card is not 
recorded in the national donor 

registry. However the card is still 
a valuable document in case 

family of the deceased is 
asked for consent.   

CAN I DONATE ORGANS DURING MY LIFETIME?
By now in Slovenia it is only possible to donate
a kidney during your lifetime.
Each living donation case is always 
reviewed and approved 
by the Transplant Ethics 
Committee. The donor and 
the recipient must be 
genetically or 
emotionally related. 
The risk to the donor's 
health must not be 
disproportionate to the 
expected benefit to the 
recipient.

WILL ORGAN DONATION 
DISFIGURE MY BODY?
Donation does not dishonor the integrity 
of the body.
During the removal of the organs or tissues, the medi-
cal teams treat the deceased with the utmost respect 
and dignity. They are bound by ethical standards and 
Slovenian legislation, which clearly emphasizes a dig-
nified attitude towards the deceased. After removal, 
the body looks similar to any surgery. Burial in an 
open coffin is possible.



For 
the purpose 

of medical treatments 
tissues (cornea, skin, 

cartilage, bones) and cells of 
the deceased or living donors 

(reproductive, hematopoietic cells 
and their derivatives) are procured 
and used. All procedures are fully 

transparent and traceable. For 
any withdrawal, consent of 

the donor or relatives is 
required.

IF I DONATE MY ORGANS, WILL I BE REIMBURSED 
FOR THE COST OF MY FUNERAL?
No. 
Any tangible or intangible gift or monetary compen-
sation to donors is not permitted under the Law on 
the Acquisition and Transplantation of Human Body 
Parts for Medical Purposes. 

HOW IS TRANSPLANT TREATMENT 
ORGANIZED IN SLOVENIA? 
Organ removal and 
transplantation are 
medically complex 
procedures that 
require highly 
qualified professio-
nals, excellent 
coordination of 
a large team of 
experts and appropri-
ately equipped faciliti-
es. Time limits play a role 
throughout the procedure.
In Slovenia there is only one 
transplant center. In public health institution, Univer- 
sity Medical Center Ljubljana, transplantations are per- 
formed, excellent post-operative care and long-term 
follow-up of patients is provided.



WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SLOVENIJA-TRANSPLANT? 
Non-profit and public Institute of the Republic of Slo-
venia for transplantation of organs and tissues, shor-
ter Slovenija-transplant, is a central national expert 
institution for connecting and supervising donation 
and transplantation activities in the country. 
It is the central coordination and allocation office of 
the national transplantation network, which consists 
of The transplantation center at UMC Ljubljana, 11 
donor hospitals across Slovenia and the Tissue typing 
centre at the Blood transfusion centre of Slovenia. 
Slovenija-transplant is responsible for continuous 
development, quality and safety in the donation pro-
grammes. The institute also coordinates international 
exchange of organs and tissues with Eurotransplant. 

I'VE NEVER THOUGHT ABOUT THE ORGAN 
DONATION/I'M STILL INDECISIVE. 
I HAVE SOME QUESTIONS AND FEARS. 
WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION?
Please visit the website www.slovenija-transplant.si 
or call 01/300 68 60. 
You can also find us on the social networks 
Facebook and Twitter (@SloTransplant           ).



HOW IS SLOVENIJA-TRANSPLANT INVOLVED 
IN PREVENTING THE GLOBAL ORGAN TRADE? 
At Slovenija-transplant, we strongly condemn any 
form of abuse in the field of organ donation and 
transplantation.
We are actively engaged in the prevention of criminal 
acts in the international environment, critically questi-
oning ethical dilemmas and respecting conventions in 
this field. There is no organ trafficking in Slovenia or in 
most countries of the world. Our public system is small 
and transparent, well secured with traceability, both of 
organs, tissues, donors and recipients. No organ can 
»disappear« in the system, nor can it »come in« illegally. 
The allocation of organs is not arbitrary, but based on 
transparently defined medical and other criteria that 
determine the success of the treatment.
 Isolated cases of organ trafficking and coun- 

tries outside the EU that have no regu-
lated legislation in this area cast 

dark shadows over the entire 
transplant community. The 
problem is also social inequa-
lities. The exploitation of the 
extremely poor to sell kidneys 
and the power of the rich to 

buy treatment in private clinics 
should not be allowed. 

Television 
series, soap operas and 

movies have been making 
a contribution to the mis-
conceptions and simplistic 
ideas about donation pro-

cedures and transplant 
treatment.



If I register as a donor, I will not receive proper 
medical care in a critical health situation. Doctors 
will not try as hard to save my life. 

FALSE. 
In no way will your declaration as a donor affect 
medical treatment in critical situations. The medical  
staff always treats and tries to save everyone's life 
using all available methods in accordance with medi-
cal doctrine and ethics. The information about your 
decision to donate organs is not visible to anyone 
while you are alive. Organ and tissue donation is only 
considered after death has been legally confirmed. 

I would like to declare myself a donor, 
but I am too old. 

FALSE. 
Age is not a barrier; there is no upper age limit for 
declaring. With advances in medicine, deceased or-
gan donors can be over 80 years old. The medical 
suitability of each organ is always evaluated on an 
individual basis, and the biological age of each organ 
is estimated. There is also a senior program where ol-
der donors are eligible for older recipients. There is no 
upper age limit for the donation of corneas and some 
other tissues. 

Myths and facts



My religion prohibits post-mortem organ donation. 
FALSE. 

All major religions support and encourage organ and 
tissue donation as an act of compassion and genero-
sity. Please refer to the official statements of the ma-
jor religious communities in Slovenia on the website 
www.slovenija-transplant.si. 

Powerful people with good connections 
immediately move to the top of a waiting list, while 
others may die before they receive the proper organ.

FALSE. 
The patient's circle of acquaintances and material we-
alth have no bearing on the availability of organs and 
success of treatment. The allocation of organs and 
tissues is not arbitrary, nor is it planned in advance. 
The order is based on immunogenetic, medical and 
other clearly defined criteria. The tissue and medical 
match between donor and recipient is crucial for survi- 
val and proper organ funcioning after transplantation. 

Rich people can pay, ensuring they receive 
immediate transplant treatment.

FALSE. 
In Slovenia, transplant treatment is accessible to all 
who need it. It is covered under basic health insuran-
ce. Treatment is only available in public health facili-
ties; you cannot pay for it out of your own pocket at 
any private clinic.



I'm afraid I'll still be alive when I'm pronounced 
dead and my organs are taken.

THESE CANNOT OCCUR. 
The basis of post-mortem donation is the »dead do-
nor rule.« Until the person is clearly dead and con-
sent has been obtained, donation procedures do not 
begin. The medical protocol for brain death leaves no 
doubt about the final and irreversible failure of the 
entire brain (brain stem and cortex). Death is verified 
several times over an extended period of time by two 
independent medical experts. Advanced techniques 
and extremely accurate diagnostic equipment are 
used. In today's medicine, with all the available tech-
nology and repetitive testing, there is no chance for 
error.

What is the difference between coma 
and brain death? 

ENORMOUS. 
The conditions may only be outwardly similar. Brain 
death is the irreversible and complete loss of all brain 
functions. The functions cannot be revived or cured. 
When brain death is confirmed, a person is dead.
Coma, on the other hand, is a temporary state in 
which a person is still alive and the brain blood con-
tinues to circulate. A person might recover, but after 
states of deep coma, greater disability can occur. In 
today's modern medicine, coma and brain death can-
not be interchanged.

Questions and explanations
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